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The decrease is constant throughout the four five-year groups, and is 
especially marked in the case of the last five classes. This seems in direct 
contrast to the conclusion of Professor H. A. Newton, already cited, (F. B. 
Dexter's Yale Biographies and Annals, 1896, Vol. 2, p. 785) that "it is a 
marked feature of the mortality statistics of American college graduates 
that there is excessive mortality in the years immediately following gradua- 
tion, no doubt due to the strenuous efforts of young graduates to attain a 
good position in their profession, while the later favorable experience in 
the ages from 45 to 75 is presumably due to the fact that they have by that 
time gained position or else lost ambition." 

This rather categorical statement was called to mind by the present 
writer in a note on the longevity of college graduates in the Yale Review 
for May, 1905, the statistics presented in that note seeming to bear out 
Professor Newton's contention. The statistics here set forth, however, 
run directly counter to his findings, and offer ground for further specula- 
tion and argument. 

J. H. Parmelee. 

Washington, D. C. 



NOTE. 



Dr. Jacques Bertillon, who recently retired after long and distinguished 
service at the head of the municipal statistics of Paris, has now been asked 
by the French Minister of War to take charge of the French medical sta- 
tistics of the war. The data for these statistics will be collected on individ- 
ual schedules, of which 3,500,000 have already been printed and moreVillibe 
needed. Thirty invalided soldiers are at work under him in classifying and 
counting the bulletins. The brilliant ability of Dr. Bertillon as a statis- 
tician promises to make the report, when published, one of the most authori- 
tative sources for medical statistics in this field. Similar reports were 
published in France after the Crimean War and the Italian War of 1859. 
They were edited by a military statistician named Chenu*; but the data 
on which his works were based were fewer in number and more restricted 
in range of information than those upon which Dr. Bertillon's report 
will rest. 

W. F. WlLLCOX. 

* Rapport au conseil de santi sur les risvliats du service midico-chirvrgtcaie pendant la campagne 
d'Orient en 1 854"! 865-1 856 (Paris, 1865). Stalistique midico-ckirvrgicale de la campagne d'ltalie en 
1859 etl860 (Paris, 1869). 



